
Government announced a major investment to
boost growth and cement Britain’s place as
cultural powerhouse. 

Over £270 million Arts Everywhere Fund for arts
venues, museums, libraries and the heritage
sector in major boost for growth.

National Lottery Project Grants, Museum Estate
and Development Fund, Libraries Improvement
Fund, International Touring and Environmental
Responsibility Fund and Museum Renewal Fund.

Information on all strands of funding available
and guidance documents are available with
Arts Council England www.artscouncil.co.uk
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Arts Everywhere 

Looking for a breath of fresh air? Halton is
bursting with green spaces, free from crowds,
just teeming with wildlife and packed with
adventures all waiting to be explored!

Whether your a nature enthusiast, a weekend
wanderer or a family seeking a fun filled day
outdoors, Halton’s parks, wetlands and trails offer
something for everyone.

You can find even more of our green spaces at
visithalton.co.uk or pick up a Halton Highlights
Issue 4 “Spread the Joy” brochure from a HBC
venue.

Help with your Grants?

Programmes Office offer training support for
Halton’s community sector with a series of
workshops including basic bid writing,
managing your grant, monitoring & evaluation
and developing your fundraising strategy.

Thursday 10am - 12pm on 16  October, 23
October, 30  October and 6  November.
Contact funding@halton.gov.uk for details of
workshop dates and bookings.
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Funding Available to Preserve Historic Buildings

Deadline
Three Grants listed below with various deadlines

How to apply 
The Heritage Revival Fund offers three types of grants:

Project Viability Grants: Up to £15,000 for early-stage work to assess the condition and potential uses of
historic buildings. The deadline for submitting applications if the 14  July 2025.th

Project Development Grants: Up to £100,000 to support the development and co-ordination of projects,
taking them towards the start of on-site work. The deadline for submitting applications is 14  July 2025.th

Capital Grants: Up to £350,000 for the physical restoration and adaptation of historic buildings. Further
guidance for Capital Grants will be issued on 12  May 2025. Expressions of Interest must be submitted on
27  June 2025, with a full application due by 29  September 2025.

th

th th

https://ahfund.org.uk/grants/England/

Funding Details
The Architectural Heritage Fund (AHF) has announced that its Heritage Revival Fund, a grants programme
aimed at revitalising neglected historic building in town centres across England, is now open for application.

Funded by Department for Culture, Media and Sport and Historic England, this initiative is part of the
government’s £270 million investment in arts and culture. The programme seeks to empower community
organisations to take ownership of local heritage assets, transforming them into thriving spaces that meet
community needs.

The funding addresses the need to preserve historic buildings that are at risk of neglect or decay. By
supporting community-led initiatives, the programme aims to breathe fresh new life into these structures,
ensuring they continue to serve as valuable assets for local communities.

Eligible applicants include charities, parish councils, not-for-profit organisations, and social enterprises, etc.
Priority will be given to projects located in town centres across England.

STRATEGIC FUNDS & COUNCIL SPECIFIC
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Museum Estate and Development Fund (MEND R5)

Deadline
Expressions of Interest open: 9am on Monday 12 May 2025 
Expressions of Interest deadline: midday on Thursday 5 June 2025 
Full application forms open: 9am on Monday 14 July 2025 
Full application deadline: midday on Thursday 2 October 2025

How to apply 
https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/our-open-funds/museum-estate-and-development-fund-mend-round-5#t-
in-page-nav-3

Applicants need to read the guidance in full then register on Grantium and familiarise themselves with
system in advance of the deadlines listed.

Funding Details
This is an open-access capital fund targeted at non-national Accredited museums and local authorities
based in England to apply for funding to undertake vital infrastructure and urgent maintenance backlogs
which are beyond the scope of day-to-day maintenance budgets. 

The criteria for the Museum Estate and Development Fund have been set by the Department for Culture,
Media and Sport (DCMS), Arts Council England, Historic England (HE) and The National Lottery Heritage
Fund (NLHF). The grants are administered, awarded and monitored by Arts Council England. Funding has
been provided by DCMS. 

Through implementing improvements to core infrastructure, MEND will support museums to achieve the
following outcomes: 

Become more financially resilient and environmentally responsible 
Increase the environmental performance of buildings and equipment to help reduce carbon emissions in
the museum sector 
Improve access for disabled people and accommodate diverse user needs 
Strengthen contributions to local communities and regeneration by preserving landmark buildings 

Grant range: Between £50,000 and £5 million.

Eligibility: Non-national Accredited museums based in England, and/or local authorities based in England
who are responsible for maintenance of non-national Accredited museum buildings. 

STRATEGIC FUNDS & COUNCIL SPECIFIC
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Libraries Improvement Fund (LIF R4)

Deadline
Expressions of Interest open: 10am on Tuesday 6 May 2025
Expressions of Interest deadline: midday on Friday 30 May 2025
Full application forms open: 10am on Tuesday 24 June 2025
Full application deadline: midday on Friday 1 August 2025 

How to apply 
https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/our-open-funds/libraries-improvement-fund-lif-round-4#t-in-page-nav-3

Applicants need to read the guidance in full then register on Grantium and familiarise themselves with
system in advance of the deadlines listed.

Funding Details
This fund will enable library services across England to invest in a range of projects to upgrade buildings and
technology so they are better placed to respond to the changing ways people are using them.

The criteria for the Libraries Improvement Fund have been set by the Department of Digital, Culture, Media
and Sport (DCMS) and Arts Council England. The grants are administered, awarded, and monitored by Arts
Council England. Funding has been provided by DCMS.  

The aims of this fund are to:  
increase the sustainability and potential for transformation of libraries by developing more flexible,
more commercial spaces
increase and improve digital access within communities
connect libraries to their communities and increase library use

The impacts we expect to see from this fund are:
future-proofed, modern libraries able to meet evolving patterns of use
improved user satisfaction
improved perception of the value and role of libraries
libraries used by a greater diversity of users
increased access to library collections by local communities
increase in digital access and securing libraries’ role as the place to do that
increased collaboration with a wider range of local partners

The outcomes we expect to see from recipients of this investment are:  
More community groups using library space
Increased number of users accessing collections and services
Increased users accessing makerspace technology
More revenue taken in commercial income
Increased number of PCs/devices available to users
Fewer libraries running outdated operating systems  
Extension of available hours
Increased number of co-located services 

STRATEGIC FUNDS & COUNCIL SPECIFIC
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National Lottery Grants for Heritage - upto £10 million

Deadline
The next deadline for applications if 12pm 28  May 2025.th

How to apply 
National Lotteries Heritage Fund can offer grants of between £250,000 and £10 million from the
National Lottery Heritage Fund for projects connecting people and communities to UK heritage. 10%
match funding is required. https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/national-lottery-heritage-grants-250k-10m/

Funding Details
Not-for-profit organisations across the UK can now apply for grants of between £250,000 and £10
million from the National Lottery Heritage Fund. The funding can be used to support a broad range of
activities and project costs, such as:

volunteer expenses, new staff posts and training costs
capital works, repair, maintenance and conservation
professional fees, event costs and activities to strengthen organisations
acquisition of heritage costs associated with the purchase
cost to join Fit for the Future, a UK wide environmental sustainability network

Partnerships are encourage and projects must take into account the National Lottery Heritage Fund four
investment principles:

saving heritage
protecting the environment
inclusion, access and participation
organisational sustainability

Applicants should be aware 10% match funding is required for any grant applied for.

STRATEGIC FUNDS & COUNCIL SPECIFIC
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£20 million Fund to support Local Authority Museums

Deadline
The deadline for applications is 12pm on 22nd May 2025.

How to apply 
Grants ranging from £10,000 to £1 million. https;/www.artscouncil.org.uk/our-open-funds/museum-
renewal-fund-2025-26#t-in-page-nav-1/

Funding Details
Museums across England can apply for a share of £20 million in government funding to safeguard
community access to their collections and invest in upgrading their services.

The Museum Renewal Fund supports local authority museums, or those with a local authority link, who
are facing serious budget pressures resulting in reduced programming, footfall and public opening hours,
or the risk of closure.

Grants ranging from £10,000 to £1 million are available to help improve community and educational
programmes, boost revenue generation, invest in organisational changes and IT upgrades, and support
local jobs.

The fund is delivered by the Arts Council England.

STRATEGIC FUNDS & COUNCIL SPECIFIC
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Funding of £250,000 to £1,000,000 is now available
through  Biffa Award Partnerships Grant Scheme

Deadline
 Expression of Interest submission deadline date: Noon 30 May 2025
 Outcome of Expression of Interest submission: Late July 2025
 Outcome of Full Application submission (if invited forward): December 2025 

How to apply 
Are you interested in securing funding for a large scale project?

Biffa Award are currently accepting Expressions of Interest for both Built Environment and Natural
Environment themes for between £250,000 and £1,000,000 through our 2025 Partnership Grants
Scheme. https://www.biffa-award.org/wp-content/

Funding Details
Funding of £250,000 to £1 million is now available through Biffa Award Partnerships Grant Scheme.

Built Environment projects should restore, modernise and/or improve facilities such as cultural, heritage
or visitor centres. You should be able to demonstrate regional or national significance and how the
facility will be inclusive and how it will inspire creativity and participation amongst tourists and day
visitors.

Natural Environment projects should support a variety of living things including all species of plants and
animals, along with the habitats and natural processes that support them. It is important that species
and habitats are protected and restored, that there are functioning natural processes, and that the
environment can adapt to threats such as climate change.

General Criteria

The organisation must be a fully constituted, charitable or not-for-profit organisation with no share
capital. Unfortunately, local authorities, hospices, hospitals, day-care centres, rehabilitation units,
residential care facilities, allotment sites, activity centres, wellness centres and schools/colleges are not
eligible to make an application through the Biffa Award scheme. 

Village halls, community centres and churches are excluded from making an application to the
Partnership Grants Scheme.

STRATEGIC FUNDS & COUNCIL SPECIFIC
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Funding to improve Homes and Community Spaces

Deadline
The next deadline for applications is 9.30am on 9  May 2025. th

How to apply
Up to £10,000 is available for building or internal projects, and £5,000 for garden
projects.https://bqfoundation.org.uk/apply-for-a-grant/

Funding Details
The funding is made available by the B&Q Foundation to decorate, renovate, or create space where people
can feel at home and have a sense of belonging. Up to £10,000 is available for building or internal projects,
and £5,000 for garden projects.

UK registered charities can apply for funding to deliver projects that improve homes and community spaces
for this most in need, such as experiencing homelessness, financial hardship, poor health, disability, or other
disadvantage or distress. Projects can include improvements such as decorating, fixing roofs, refurbishment
of garden space, upgrading fixtures and fittings, creating new building or rooms.

COMMUNITY

Funding for Transformative IT Projects

Deadline
Applications can be submitted at any time until 5pm on 7  May 2025.th

How to apply
Worshipful Company of Information Technologists IT4Good Grants programme invite application at any time
until the deadline above 7  May. https://wcitcharity.org.uk/apply-for-a-grant/th

Funding Details
Registered charities, educational establishments, community interest companies, and other not-for-profit
organisations can apply for grants of up to £15,000 for IT projects that benefit communities and people
across the UK.

The funding is made available by Worshipful Company of Information Technologists through their IT4Good
Grant Programme, which aims to support innovative and scalable projects and activities that use
information technology (IT) to create positive impact through: education, inclusion, IT for charities, public
understanding of IT. This could include the development and delivery of innovation new: services, solutions,
training, apps, analytics, AI, robotics, accessibility features/hardware. 

Larger grants may be made for exceptional circumstances.
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Support for the Homeless Charities and Hospices

Deadline
Applicants are encouraged to to phone CRASH for information before application. 

How to apply
To apply for the grant, homelessness charities and hospices should visit CRASH website.
http://www.crash.org.uk/apply-for-help/

Funding Details
Homelessness and hospices in England can apply for advice, support and grant funding to help with their
construction projects. The grant is being provided by the Construction Industry’s Charity CRASH, and can be
used for variety of purposes, including refurbishing or renovating buildings, building new facilities, improving
accessibility, and installing energy-saving measures.

The aim is to help homelessness charities and hospices in England and Wales improve their facilities.

To apply for a grant, homelessness charities and hospices should visit the CRASH website. The website has a
detailed application form, as well as information about the eligibility criteria and the application deadline.
Please phone CRASH in advance of making your application to discuss any potential project.

COMMUNITY

AI for All: new grant for UK Charities

Deadline
Closing date for application will be 30  June 2025.th

How to apply
Eligible UK charities with an annual turnover between £150,000 and £1.15 million will be able to apply for
grants of up to £2,500. https://www.thedifferent.foundation/

Funding Details
The Different Foundation has announced that it will launch its flagship initiative “AI for All” on the 1  May
2025. This initiative is aimed at fostering inclusivity within the rapidly evolving field of artificial intelligence.
This programme seeks to ensure that all AI development benefits from diverse perspectives and serves all
communities equitably.

st

Eligible UK charities are able to apply for grants of up to £2,500. The foundation has allocated a total
funding pool of £100,000 for the 2025/26 cycle. The grants are designed to support projects that address
digital bias, amplify the voices of underrepresented individuals, and develop AI technologies that are
inclusive and accessible.  In addition to financial support, the Foundation will connect funded partners with
respected leaders in the field of AI. This mentorship will provide practical guidance to enhance impact,
improve program delivery, and strengthen organisational capabilities. The need for such initiatives is
underscored by the growing recognition that AI systems can inadvertently perpetuate existing societal
biases if not developed with diverse input.
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Projects that Address Severe Learning Disabilities

Deadline
The next deadline for applications to the main programme is the 1  August 2025. Applications to the small
grants programme can be made any time.

st

How to apply
There are two funding programmes. The main programme for grants above £9,000 and a small grants
programme for appeals below £9,000. https://www.bailythomas.org.uk/grants/general-programme

Funding Details
UK charities, parent-teacher associations, and schools can apply for grants to help children and adults
suffering severe learning difficulties, including autism.

The funding is being made available through the Baily Thomas General grants programme and can be used
to purchase equipment, support capital works, and cover project and core costs.

Previous grants have been used to support: capital building/renovation/refurbishment works, play, therapy
and independent living schemes, support for families and respite and shoezelen rooms, plus many more.

The fund does not currently accept appeals from Community Interest Companies.

YOUTH, SCHOOLS & COLLEGES

Training for Staff Working with Vulnerable Young People

Deadline
Grants are offered on a one off basis to support staff apprenticeship training.

How to apply
No deadlines provided and grants offered on a one off basis. https://the7starsfoundation.co.uk/apply-for-
funding/apprenticeships

Funding Details
The 7stars Foundation is offering funding through a one off grant to cover the employer contribution faced
by applicants organisations wishing to offer apprenticeship training to their staff.

Charities, CICs, schools, nurseries and children’s home can apply for grants to support staff apprenticeship
training that will positively impact challenged and vulnerable young people under the age of 16 in the UK.

The training must benefit young people facing challenges such as:

abuse
addiction
homelessness
caring responsibilities



PROGRAMMES OFFICE FUNDING BULLETIN

May 2025
funding@halton.gov.uk

Vulnerable Young Women and Girls

Deadline
Applications are open until midnight on the 21  May 2025.st

How to apply
The Triangle Trust 1949 Fund application process consists of two stages: an initial online submission
followed by an assessment visit for shortlisted candidates. Interested organisations should review the
eligibility criteria and submit their application through the Triangle Trust website
hhtps://www.triangletrust.org.uk/apply-funding/apply-for-funding/

Funding Details
Grants are available through the Triangle Trust 1949 Fund to support vulnerable young women and girls at
risk of entering the UK’s Criminal Justice System. The Trust Fund has launched it 2025/26 grant round,
focusing on young women and girls who are either already involved with the criminal justice system or at
high risk of entering it. This initiative aims to support organisations that aim to reduce reoffending and
prevent first-time offences among young women and girls.

UK based not-for-profit organisations and charities can apply for grants ranging from £10,000 to £80,000,
spread over one to two years, with a maximum of £40,000 per year, in this funding round, only
organisations that are both led by and for women and girls - servicing 100% female beneficiaries - are
eligible to apply. Applicants must demonstrate a proven track record in delivering gender-specific, trauma-
informed programme for young women and girls at risk.

YOUTH, SCHOOLS & COLLEGES

Grass Football Pitch Improvements

Deadline
No deadline provided

How to apply
Community football clubs in England can apply for funding to improve their pitches thanks to “Power Up
Your Grass Pitch” campaign. All applications details to be found on https://footballfoundation.org.uk/get-
your-pitch-match-fit/

Funding Details
Launched by the Premier League, the FA, and the Football Foundation, the initiative aims to improve over
20,000 pitches by the end of 2030.

To support the campaign, the Football Foundation has developed an app called “PitchPower”. This online
tool empowers community football clubs and organisations to conduct their own grass pitch inspections.
Once these inspections are completed and identified through the app, clubs and facilities become eligible
to apply for funding for both grass pitch maintenance machinery and equipment, as ell as the Grass Pitch
Maintenance Fund.
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Horticulture, Plant Science, Fine Art & Art History

Deadline
Finnis Scott Foundation deadline for application is 4pm 18  June 2025.th

How to apply
Finnis Scott Foundation will consider applications for a one-off grant up to £10,000, but because of the
high demand, most grants are currently around £5,000 or less. Exceptionally, grants of as much as
£60,000 are made when funds permit, payable over several years. https:/www.finnis-scott-
foundation.org.uk/apply-for-a-grant/. The sponsorship institution should make application, individuals
may not apply.

Funding Details
UK charities and charitable organisations, including schools and collages, are eligible to apply for grants
to support projects in the area of: Horticulture (Gardening) and Plant Sciences, Fine Art and Art History.
The Foundation is especially interested in supporting horticultural training through bursaries and
apprenticeships, however will only consider applications made by the sponsoring institution and will not
accept individual applicants.

Grants for Musicians and Bands

Deadline
The next deadline to apply for PPL Momentum Music Fund is 12  May 2025.th

How to apply
Grants of £5-£15,000 are available, with the average in the region of £10,000. Applications can be made
by UK based artists/bands directly or representatives of the artist who may be a Manager; Label;
Publisher; Booking Agent; PR/Plugger; Lawyer or Trusted Advisor to the Artist.
https://prsfoundation.com/funding-support/funding-music-creators/next-steps/ppl-momentum-music-
fund/

Funding Details
PRS Momentum Music Fund is inviting Artists or Bands to apply for a grant of £5 - £15,000 to significantly
develop their careers over the next two years. Applications can be submitted by the artists themselves or
those working on their behalf as listed above. The fund is for artists at a critical tipping point in their
careers, showing current progression and growth as an artist with the potential to significantly develop
their careers over the next two years. Grants can cover: Recordings, UK Touring, Marketing and
Promotions and Purchase of equipment, software and hardware. Priority will be given to those who have
not received funding within previous 12 months and expenditure that will help the artist develop
professionally and creatively.

ARTS, CULTURE & HERITAGE
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Capital Grants for Theatre Improvements

Deadline
The funding is being made available through the Theatres Trust in partnership with the Wolfson
Foundation, and the closing date for applications is 12 noon 5  September 2025.th

How to apply
Theatre operators can apply for capital grants of upto £20,000 to reduce their theatre’s environmental
impact. The grants can fund projects such as improving the building’s management systems, installing
more efficient water heaters, installing green roofs, etc. https://www.theatretrust.org.uk/how-we-
help/grants-funding/theatre-improvement-scheme

Funding Details
Theatre Trust in partnership with Wolfson Foundation are inviting Theatre Operators to apply for capital
grants of upto £20,000 to reduce their Theatre’s environmental impact. The grants can fund projects
such as improving the building’s management systems, installing more efficient water heaters, installing
green roofs, etc. 

To be eligible to apply to the scheme, applicants must demonstrate that they:

Own or manage theatres with titles or signed leases of more than 5 years on building in England.
Run a year round programme of live performances of no less than 30 performances a year.
Have a bona fide UK charitable or not-for-profit legal structure and be able to provide certified or
audited accounts for at least two years.

Operate theatres that achieve excellence through their producing and programming or
architectural significance.

Funding for Artists to Develop their Artistic Practice

Deadline
The next closing date for applications is 12 midday on the 22nd May 2025. 

How to apply
Grants of £2,000-£12,000 available. https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/dycp

Funding Details
Arts Council England has announced that its Developing your Creative Practice programme is open for
applications. Grants of up to £12,000 are available to support the development of independent creative
practitioners working in dance, theatre, music, visual arts, literature, combined arts or museums
practice. The aim is to offer practitioners the time and space to work on ambitious and innovative
research and development opportunities to make a step-change in their practice. Individual creative or
cultural practitioners, working in our supported disciplines.

ARTS, CULTURE & HERITAGE

https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/DYCP
https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/supporting-arts-museums-and-libraries
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Climate Action Fund – Our Shared Future

Deadline
Apply until at least the end of May 2025. 

How to apply
You can apply online. We’ll ask you about your idea and how it fits with what we’re hoping to fund. 
https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/programmes/climate-action-fund-our-shared-future

Funding Details
The National Lottery “Climate Action Fund” is our commitment to help communities tackle climate
change. We're supporting communities to be environmentally sustainable.

With Climate Action Fund – Our Shared Future we want to involve more people in climate action. And we
want to inspire bold and exciting change.

We’ll only fund projects developed in a formal partnership with other organisations.

We’re looking for partnership projects that reach more people by either:

linking climate action to the everyday lives and interests of local communities. And inspiring them to
take action.
influencing communities at a regional or national level. Like linking up groups across locations. Or a
campaign that inspires change across one country, or the whole UK.

You do not have to be a climate or environment focused organisation to apply

We want to reach people who are new to climate action by funding other types of organisations too. And
by using people’s everyday activities as a starting point for climate action.

We're particularly interested in projects that involve people, places and communities experiencing
poverty, discrimination and disadvantage.

Formal partnerships, working across sectors. Led by community and voluntary organisations or public
sector organisations.
Funding size

The minimum you can ask for is £500,000. We expect to fund most projects for between £1 million and
£1.5 million over 3 to 5 years. We may fund a small number of larger or longer projects. Contact us if you
would like to discuss this. We aim to fund around 25 projects.
Total available
£30 million

CLIMATE CHANGE & ENVIRONMENT

https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/programmes/climate-action-fund-our-shared-future#section-3

